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NEWSLETTER EDITOR                       Lucia Vacca 
 

Sub-Convener:                                      Patricia Cross    

 

The Spring issue begins as the first newsletter 

subscription for the 2020 calendar year.  I encourage 

all of you to read each and every article from the 

Toronto Executive to gain knowledge of the vast 

information, events and conventions which are 

coming up during the months of March to June.  The 

second edition of this newsletter will be Fall 2020, 

which will be distributed in September.   

 

The intent of this newsletter is for you to use it as your resource tool for 

reporting at your meetings and sharing this information with all your 

members in your Parish Councils.  We encourage members to attend and 

actively participate in the events which are coming up in the next few 

months.  Share so that members too will have the understanding and 

knowledge of the work of the League. 

 

Beginning with this edition only the members who received Service Award 

pins of 20 years and up are listed.  All other recipients of service pins will be 

posted in the www.cwltoronto.ca under Events and Projects/Service Awards 

https://www.cwltoronto.ca/index.php/service-awards. Please continue to 

submit this information. The next deadline is July 31
st
.   

 

President Hilarion Mitchell has clarified in her article, some of the 

confusion with all the 100
th
 anniversaries and pins.  Be sure to read this very 

informative article. 

 

 

 

http://www.cwltoronto.ca/
https://www.cwltoronto.ca/index.php/service-awards
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SPIRITUAL ADVISOR                     Monsignor Patrick O’Dea 
 

 

Dear CWL members, 

I am conscious we are soon beginning the season 

of Lent.  On Ash Wednesday, ashes will once 

again be placed on our foreheads as a sign of our 

willingness to take a deeper look at our lives and 

to see how it conforms to our Christian faith and 

our desire to become closer to God.  May I 

suggest, this Lent, we look at ways in which we 

can become more conscious of recognizing 

"moments of grace" in our daily lives.  
 

Have you ever experienced a "moment of grace", an instance in which you 

felt God's presence in your life in a very clear way?  A moment when the 

God's presence to you was revealed in a special way, no matter it be a 

private way, or perhaps in an encounter with another.  These "moments of 

grace" are special gifts from God which are mean to transform our lives by 

deepening our live for God and perhaps changing the ways in which we see 

things.  Perhaps this Lent, I invite you to be more alert to reflecting daily on 

how God has provided you a "moment of grace" in your daily life. He is 

with us daily and he may surprise you with special encounters of his grace 

that help you to know he is present to you, and perhaps He might even point 

out a "moment of grace" that involved you being His presence to others.  
 

A number of years ago, a young priest shared with me the story of two old 

friends who shared a room in a home for the elderly.  They were confined to 

their beds because their health no longer provided them with the strength to 

move around.  Old Joe lived by the window and watched the days go 

by.  From his bed, Joe would tell his friend Bill how the children played, 

what the weather was like, how the ducks would swim in the nearby pond, 

and talked about the people who would pass by their residence each day on 

the sidewalk.  From the bed by the window, Joe told it just that way.  Bill 

loved to hear him tell about the world outside. 
 

Bill and Joe also shared with each other the story of their lives and relived 

all their memories, and dreamed of better times. Outside the leaves were 

changing, the summer turned to Fall and from the bed by the window Old 

Joe described it all.  
 

Then one cold winter morning, in the light of the dawn, the bed by the 

window was empty. Old Joe was gone and when they moved Bill to the 

window he could not hold back the tears, when he finally saw the view 
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outside after all these years. From the bed by the window he could not see 

out at all. There was nothing out that window but an old brick wall.  
 

Most of us have had an experience of God in one form or another.  Perhaps 

it was through a moment of prayer, perhaps through the sacraments, or even 

in the beauty of God’s creation, or  perhaps it was through a person like Joe 

who changed the way we viewed the world.  There are people we meet in 

life who help us see the world differently.  Who help us to see God in ways 

we might not have imagined.  Who help us to have "moments of grace".  
 

This Lent, let us be people who help others to appreciate "moments of 

grace".  As disciples of Christ, we are called to transform despair into hope, 

sadness into joy, anguish into healing, and estrangement into community.  In 

this way, the glory of God will shine in every place and at every time. 
 

Please be assured of my prayers that you may experience a holy and 

transforming Lent and that you may be means by which others experience 

similar "moments of God's grace".  
 

God Bless you. 

 

 
Monsignor Patrick O’Dea’s Installation on January 11, 2020  

(Hilarion Mitchell, TDC President, Monsignor Patrick O’Dea and 

Elisabeth Quail, President of St.Edward the Confessor /Covention Co-Conveners) 
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PRESIDENT                Hilarion Mitchell 
 

Spring brings Lent and Easter. It also represents 

ongoing membership drives and prompt submissions 

of membership fees so that members reap the 

benefits of membership, regional meetings, diocesan, 

provincial and national conventions.  As a council 

President, renewal needs to be at the forefront in 

guiding the executive council and members on 

League activities. We are all familiar with Albert 

Einstein’s quote: “Insanity: doing the same thing 

over and over again and expecting different results” 

and other derivatives that prevent growth. There is so much to be excited 

about during spring and summer 2020, so be ready to fully experience them. 

 

League Anniversaries Clarifications and Toronto Diocesan Council 

(TDC) 2020 Convention Requests 

There has been some confusion with the various requests for the League 

anniversaries, so they are being clarified below. The fundraisers for these 

anniversaries will help to defray the costs for members attending these 

milestone conventions. The council’s participation will ensure that their 

contributions are recorded at the council and for both 100
th
 anniversaries. 

 
National 100

th 
(2020)   

The Centennial Tree Planting is now underway.  

You are to join “in celebrating our “roots” from the 

past century while we look to the future as we 

“branch out” into the next century! As a member of 

the diocese, you are encouraged to plant a tree and 

send photos to National by July 1
st
. See the National 

website (cwl.ca) for more details. 

 

      Toronto 100
th

 (2021)  
       The committee is chaired by Life Member Mary       

       Hawkley and is selling the TDC Madonna  

       Anniversary pins for only $10. each.  A High Tea 

       at the Old Mill in Etobicoke will be held on Sunday,  

       May 24
th
 from 2:00 – 4:00 pm.  Review past and   

       current TDC newsletters and see page 35 for more  

       details.  

 

 

https://cwl.ca/
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Toronto will Host the 2021 National Convention  

The committee is chaired by Life Member Mary Capobianco, and Debbie 

Bates. A gala dinner dance fundraising it is planned for October 16, 2020.  

See page 19 for details. 

 

2020 League Conventions Readiness  

Toronto Diocesan 99
th

 Annual Convention (April 30
th
 & May 1

st
): The 

convention will focus on four themes; Care for our Common Home, 

Loneliness, Celebrating our Cultural Diversity and the National Centennial 

Anniversary. See page 20 of this newsletter and review the President’s 

Convention Package that was provided at Development Day in February for 

more details and to meet the pre-convention deadlines.  
 

We are also excited with the return of the Night Prayer to close Thursday 

evening. One of the realities we had to address was to increase the price of 

the banquet ticket which was last increased in 2016. The new price of 

$75.00 will now be closer to the true cost of the meal which was and is still 

partially subsidized by the Toronto Diocesan Council. Members will also be 

able to purchase Thursday evening dinner and Friday lunch. Councils are 

encouraged to subsidize members for convention activities such as the 

registration, banquet, etc.  
 

Celebrating our Cultural Diversity (2020): Luz del Rosario and Melanie 

Nazareth are eagerly awaiting members and council submissions for the 

parade of nations with members in traditional dress and performances. The 

deadline has been extended to March 15
th
.  

 

Ontario Provincial 73
rd

 Annual Convention (July 5
th
 to 8

th
): This year’s 

convention will be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Kitchener, Waterloo. 

The provincial Loneliness theme has brought awareness on the social impact 

and concerns that affect current and future generations. Loneliness and 

social isolation are one of the biggest health challenges of our time. These 

can have an equal or greater danger to public health than other more 

prominent risk factors such as smoking, obesity and substance abuse, as 

noted in several resources on the topic.  One of the two TDC resolutions 

will be on Loneliness. A list of project ideas, organizations and resources 

on Loneliness was circulated in December 2019 and is available from your 

regional chair.   
 

National 100
th

 Annual Convention (August 9
th
 to 13

th
):  The centennial 

anniversary will be held at Le Centre Sheraton Montreal Hotel. Book your 
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hotel room and complete the convention registration so that you and your 

council are counted as in this memorable milestone. 

 

Spring Regional General Meetings 

In order to empower and make the regional executive more visible to 

members in their region, they will be required to do an oral report during the 

spring regional meetings. In addition to the reports from the regional chair, 

treasurer, diocesan president and spiritual advisor, the spring regional 

meetings will also include certificate presentations for councils with an 

increase in members from one to nine during 2019 by President 

Elect/Organization Chair Sue Lubowitz. The Convention Committee will 

also provide a presentation on the 2020 TDC Convention.  

 

Council Meeting Intentions 

The League Prayer, scripture reading, reflection and other prayers are to 

remind us to center everyone on the spiritual nature of League. In addition, 

meeting intentions are helpful to guide the conduct of all during meetings. 

These intentions may include conduct of the executive and members at 

meetings. For example, being respectful of all opinions; holding space for 

learning; fostering opportunities for all to be heard; details that affect 

productive meetings and relationships; respecting deadlines and punctuality; 

recognizing parliamentary process for facilitating discussions and group 

decision-making, etc. The president and/or the executive are to work with 

members on decisions that impact the activities of the council. 

Action: Consider preparing council Meeting Intentions to make council 

meetings more productive.  
 

Whether planting or spring cleaning, we ask for the intercession of Our 

Lady of Good Counsel as the year unfolds with opportunities and the 100
th
 

Anniversary of The Catholic Women’s League becomes a reality. Wow, so 

exciting! 

 

Correction: President’s article in the Winter 2019 – 2020 Newsletter: The 

first conference (convention) was held in Montreal on June 17, 1920. 
__________________________________________________ _________________ 
 

 

“If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten 

that we belong to each other.”  -  St. Teresa of Calcutta 
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT                                  Kate O’Quinn                       

 

Sub-Conveners:              Alice Warford 

           Monique Forster 
 

And Jesus said, “Come to the water stand by 

my side, I know you are thirsty, you won’t be 

denied.  I felt every tear drop when in darkness 

you cried, and I strove to remind you, that for 

those tears I died.”   
 

Every year, as we begin our season of Lent, these 

beautiful words from the song For Those Tears I 

Died, by Martha Stevens come to mind.  This year, 

with the National theme of Care for Our Common Home, with focus on 

water, and our Provincial theme of Loneliness, the above words have an 

even bigger impact and meaning for me.  Water sustains life and the theme 

of water is found throughout the Bible.  Jesus is always calling us to “come 

to the water”.  Jesus reminds us that he is always at our side, especially in 

our darkest of times, in our loneliness.  As we go through this Lenten 

season, we need to remind ourselves that Jesus died on the cross for us; that 

Jesus is always walking with us – we are never alone.  If you are interested 

in a Lenten Retreat, St. Augustine’s Lay Spiritual Formation Program is 

offering one on Saturday, March 21, 2020, from 9:30 am – 3:00 pm.  The 

Presenter is Fr. Charles Anang and the topic is Lay Mission.  The cost is 

$50.00 (includes Mass and lunch).  For registration and information, go to 

www.staugustines.on.ca.   

 

Televised Mass 

The Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel, our patroness, is Sunday, April 26, 

2020.  It is always wonderful to make plans to share this very special day 

with your Council - Mass, breakfast, lunch are just some suggestions.  

National will be sponsoring the televised Mass for this day.  The taping of 

the Mass is Monday, April 6, 2020 at 5:00 p.m., at Loretto Abbey, 101 

Mason Blvd., Toronto.  You are asked to arrive at Loretto Abbey by 4:45 

p.m. to get seated and settled, as taping begins promptly at 5:00.   I 

encourage you to attend this Mass taping – what a beautiful way to mark the 

100
th
 Anniversary of our National CWL!!! 

 

Lift Jesus Higher Rally 

The 28
th
 Annual Lift Jesus Higher Rally will take place on Saturday, March 

7, 2020, from 9:00 am to 5:30 pm, at the Metro Convention Centre, North 

http://www.staugustines.on.ca/
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Building, 255 Front St. W., Toronto.  The theme for this year’s rally is 

Jesus, Light of the World.  Cardinal Thomas Collins will celebrate the Mass 

and the Keynote Speaker is Fr. James Mallon.  Tickets are $25. for the Adult 

Rally and $15. for the Youth Rally. (Youth Rally is at the John Basset 

Theatre, right next door.)  For tickets and further information, go to 

www.ljhr.ca.  

 

Faith Formation 

Providing faith formation reflections and ideas for your Council is always a 

challenge for Spiritual Development Chairs.  Hopefully, the following 

suggestions will be helpful to you.   

- St. Augustine’s Lay Spiritual Formation Program is offering A Day of 

Reflection for Women, Women and the New Evangelization, on Saturday, 

June 13, 2020, from 9:30 am – 3:00 pm.   The presenter is Dr. Josephine 

Lombardi.  Cost is $50., which includes Mass in Seminary Chapel and 

lunch.  For registration and information, go to www.staugustines.on.ca.  

- Manresa Jesuit Spiritual Renewal Centre in Pickering is offering Weekend 

Retreats for Women:   

March 13-15 is Finding Hope in Confusing and Challenging Times, 

presented by Deacon Kevin Kelly, S.J.;  

April 3-5 is Songs of Praise, Lament and Thanksgiving: The Psalms Help 

Us Follow and Pray with Jesus, presented by Fr. Joseph Schner, S.J., and 

May 22-24 is What Is Pope Francis Saying to Me?, presented by Fr. Robert 

Foliot, S.J.  For registration and information on all three retreats, go to 

www.manresa-canada.ca.  
 
Another idea to enhance your faith formation is to partake daily in a three--

minute retreat.  Three-Minute Retreats invite you to take a short prayer 

break and reflect on a Scripture passage.  They even have a free app you can 

download on your phone!  Go to www.loyolapress.com.  Scroll down to 

Deepen Your Spirituality and Click on Three-minute retreat.   

 

Magnificat 

Magnificat is a ministry to Catholic women.  Its purpose is to nurture and 

foster in women, openness to the Holy Spirit through a deeper commitment 

of their lives to Jesus as Lord.  The Magnificat Breakfast will be held 

Saturday, May 30, 2020, from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.  (Doors open at 9:00 

am.)  The breakfast will be held at a new location this year:  Julius Banquet 

Centre, 2201 Finch Ave. W. (Finch and Arrow Rd).   Guest speaker is Sister 

Helena Raphael Burns, F.S.P. For more information contact 

https://www.stbenedicts.ca/magnificatbreakfast   
 

http://www.ljhr.ca/
http://www.staugustines.on.ca/
http://www.manresa-canada.ca/
http://www.loyolapress.com/
https://www.stbenedicts.ca/magnificatbreakfast
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Book of Life 

I am in the process of updating the Book of Life in order to have it ready for 

our upcoming Annual Convention.  Please remember to report your 

deceased members through the National Online System or on the Form for 

Reporting Deceased Members, so that they can be added to the Book of Life 

at each level of the League.  The Toronto Diocesan Council Book of Life 

contains the names, parishes and regions of our deceased CWL members 

and Spiritual Advisors in the Archdiocese and is placed on Our Lady’s table 

for the duration of our Convention.  This book serves as a tribute to their 

service to the League, so please continue to promptly submit the names of 

your deceased members so they can be included in the book for this coming 

convention.  

 

6
th

 Annual Indigenous Peoples Mass 

Sunday, June 21, 2020 is National Aboriginal Day, and the date for our 

Indigenous Mass.  Please save the date.   

 

In closing, I leave you with this thought:  as I prepare/participate in 

prayers/reflections, I always try to keep in mind these words from St. Teresa 

of Calcutta: Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself in the hands of 

God, at His disposition, and listening to His voice in the depth of our hearts.   
 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

ORGANIZATION                                      Sue Lubowitz 
 

Sub-Conveners: 

 On-line Membership                          Mary Antonio    905-895-3637 

 Member Development                         Andrea Tjioe    416-525-3893 
   

Strategic Plan 

Your help is needed! The implementation committee is 

thrilled to announce that they will be accepting 

applications for the seven working groups forming in 

2020. The application process began on February 3rd 

when the application form was posted on the national 

website. Specific information on each working group 

will be included in the winter issue of The Canadian 

League magazine and on the application link. No travel 

is required as meetings take place via conference calls, considering the 

reality that women are working together from one end of the country to the 

other! 
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The deadline to apply for one of the working groups is March 20, 2020. Do 

consider applying and sharing your gifts with your League sisters to build 

God’s kingdom here and now! 

 

Per Capita Fees 

Membership fees, as per the National Manual of Policy and Procedure, are 

due to parish councils on January 1
st
 of each year. It is important for parish 

councils to remit per capita fees to national office by February 28
th

 as 

diocesan, provincial and national levels depend on these fees to operate. 

Any council not yet using the online membership process is encouraged to 

do so. The system is easy to use and gives councils the ability to print 

reports on members’ status at any time. By not submitting per capita fees 

promptly to national office, council executives are not honouring the 

intention of their members to pay promptly and may cause accounting issues 

with stale-dated cheques. By remitting per capita fees promptly, councils 

receive updates from all levels of the League, add their numbers to the CWL 

voice when presenting to various levels of government, are accredited to 

vote at conventions on resolutions and motions and receive liability 

insurance to cover their CWL activities. They also maintain their council 

and individual memberships in good standing and stay eligible for 

recognition of anniversaries and presentation of Service Awards for their 

members. 

 

2019 Membership 

As of December 31, 2019 for Toronto Diocese, there were 7110 members, 

down 226 from 2018. Humber Valley was the only region to have a total 

increase of 17 members. There were 27 councils who experienced an 

increase of one to nine members. Six councils had increases of more than 

ten: St. Anne, Peel (+23), St. Martin of Tours, Peel (+10), Sts. Peter and 

Paul, Peel (+14), Our Lady of Fatima Shrine, Scarborough (+27), St. Mary, 

Barrie, Northern (+30) and Sacred Heart, North York (+14). 

 

For 2020, let’s not leave any member behind. Be sure to follow up your 

membership drive with phone calls and/or emails to members who have not 

renewed. As we head into our 100
th
 anniversary celebrations, let’s make sure 

that all women in our parishes realize that their place is with us!  

 

Annual Reports 

I am happy to report that 86 councils completed at least one annual report 

and twenty-seven councils were able to complete all twelve reports to be 

submitted, whether they had someone filling a particular position or not. 

This information is key in determining the breadth and depth of activities 
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performed by our generous members in their councils. Continue to use the 

Parish Council Monthly Tracking Calendar to plan and record your council 

activities that you will be reporting next November. 

 

Member Development 

A Parish Executive Training (PET) was held in the fall in Peel Region and 

six members attended. A PET was also held in January in North York and 

Scarborough Region with twenty seven participants in each of these 

Regions. 
 

Councils should ask their regional chairs if there are any upcoming training 

sessions, or offer to host one in their council. Participants report that the 

presentations are informative and that there is a lot of information for them 

to implement in their councils. 

 

Member Recognition 

Recognition of members for their dedicated years of service should be 

celebrated annually.  It is a privilege to present members with the 

appropriate “years of service” pin and it is an honour for the members to 

receive it. Councils are encouraged to make the presentation of all League 

pins and awards a special occasion. A ceremony for the Presentation of 

Service Awards is included in the Ceremonies Booklet which is available 

on-line from the national website or a hard copy from national office. It is 

also very important that awards are recorded in the council minutes for 

future reference. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

PAST PRESIDENT/HISTORIAN        Ann D’Souza           
 

Parish Council Elections – Past President’s Role 

Some councils have had elections - a warm welcome to 

the new Past Presidents/Historians.  You play a key role 

on the executive team, you are the go-to person for help 

and advice, you play the role of a mentor in the growth 

and development of members. “A word of 

encouragement” will go a long way and here you will 

play the role of helping them when asked. Your 

influence can have many positive and lasting effects on 

councils.  
 

After the election, please forward an updated copy of the Parish 

Information sheet to your Regional Chair, who in turn will forward it to the 
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Toronto Diocese for their file.  A copy of this form can be found on the 

Toronto Diocesan website under the tab, Resources-forms. 

 

Archives 
If you have just taken on this new role, please refer to my last year’s winter 

issue; I have mentioned in detail what should be achieved.  You are 

responsible for writing up a two-page summary of your term as president to 

add to the council’s archives. This summary helps to give continuity to the 

history of your council and helps us to remember all the accomplishments 

of a wonderful legacy left behind by you, which will benefit the future 

generation to know the strong shoulders on which they are standing. It is a 

very important function of your role to do the summary report, so that in the 

future others can glimpse back and be proud of the good works.  As 

Toronto Diocese will soon be celebrating our 100-year Anniversary, we are 

looking back into the history and how the League progressed and will 

celebrate the great achievements left by our founders. Our history will be 

revealed 25 years later through the Time Capsule, so have it documented 

and have it archived for future use. 

 

Patricia Beattie Annual Memorial Mentoring Award  

From the information I shared in our last newsletter, I am hoping you have 

sought after the ladies you want to nominate for the two awards: 

- One  for  Category A: The Parish Level 

- One for Category B: The Auxiliary Level (those who continued 

their journey at other levels of the League - Regional, Diocesan, 

Provincial or National). 
 

A copy of the information will be in the President’s Package distributed at 

Development Day on February 22, 2020.  Please consult your president if 

you have not received it, or you could download it from our TDC website: 

https://www.cwltoronto.ca/index.php/forms.  We have in our midst 

wonderful, hardworking members who deserve to be nominated.  You can 

also re-nominate if you had submitted before and did not make the cut, 

please do not miss the opportunity.   
 

Please note that either a council or an individual member can submit a 

nomination and all submissions must be received by April 2, 2020. 

Members of the present Diocesan council are not eligible for nomination 

during their term.  The committee will review the submissions and the 

winners will be announced at the Toronto Diocesan Convention, April 30
th
 

and May 1
st
, 2020.  I look forward to receiving your nomination. 

 

https://www.cwltoronto.ca/index.php/forms
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Moira Ste. Marie Memorial Lecture   
This year we will hosting the Moira Ste. Maria Memorial Lecture, to be 

held on Thursday, October 29, 2020.  Please let your council know, hold 

the date and stay tuned for more details. 

 

 

 

 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY                 Nancy Fenech           
 

Welcome to all newly-elected Corresponding 

Secretaries. Our task is to channel the 

correspondence received and work with the 

president to ensure that members are aware of what 

has been received in a timely, effective manner, and 

present it at each meeting. 

 

Here are a couple of duties in this position: To send 

out get well and sympathy cards, which I feel should be a handwritten 

personalized note sent on behalf of your council.  When you receive 

correspondence, record the date it was received and bring to your next 

meeting.  Be sure to let your president know of any documentation which 

needs immediate attention.  

 

National CWL has a letter-writing guide that you can download – 

https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads2017/12/173-Personal-Letter-

Writing-Guide.pdf.  This is a useful guide with helpful tips when addressing 

and writing a letter.  

 

As a reminder, if you have any changes in your parish executive council e.g. 

New Executive, Elections,   addresses changes etc.., to notify your Regional 

Chair by sending her a copy of the Parish Information Template with 

updates as soon as possible.  This information will be forwarded to me 

through your Regional Chair, so that our records are updated and accurate 

for the Elections Register.  This form can be found on the website: 

www.cwltoronto.ca under Resources / Forms.   

 
   

 

 

 

https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads2017/12/173-Personal-Letter-Writing-Guide.pdf
https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads2017/12/173-Personal-Letter-Writing-Guide.pdf
http://www.cwltoronto.ca/
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TREASURER               Lolita Perry  
 

First and foremost, I would like to welcome the newly 

elected Treasurers, and warm appreciation is extended 

to all who completed their tenures. Your dedication and 

commitment to the league has been invaluable to all.  

 

Some councils that are starting the year with a new 

executive; please ensure to update the banking 

information.  The account must have three signing 

officers: the President, the Treasurer and the Recording Secretary. The 

cheques are required to be signed by two of the three signatories. 

 

Please reference the Constitution & Bylaws, Part XII Section 9, Signing 

Officers: 

(a) Signing officers shall be the President, the Treasurer and the Recording 

Secretary. 

(b) All cheques must be signed by the two of the signing officers. 

(c) On the duly recorded decision of the council concerned, an alternate 

signing officer may be designated annually from among the elected officers. 

 

By this time, each parish council should have their 2019 annual financial 

statements either already presented or ready to be presented to the general 

membership. 
 

As councils look at their finances, they often wonder if they need to exhaust 

their funds and if not, determine the amount that should remain in the 

account(s). A good rule of the thumb is to ensure that you have enough to 

cover your council’s expenses for one year. This would include supplies for 

running effective meetings, subsidies for membership training and 

development, and finally emergency funds available for unexpected 

expenses or donations as necessary. 

 

In the Spring 2018 issue of the Canadian League magazine, National 

Secretary-Treasurer Janet McLean has stated that the Treasurer is the 

guardian of the council’s funds, however all members share responsibility of 

its proper management.  Members should be able to access the financial 

documents if requested. The article also entails the fundamental 

responsibilities of the Treasurer and expectations of their council as it relates 

to the expense disbursements and allocations. I would like to encourage you 

to refer to this article; apart from the hard copy, it can also be accessed on 
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line through https://cwl.ca/, go to: To Form tab>Drop Down Menu>The 

Canadian League. 

 

Treasurers, please send the 2020 membership fees to National office 

promptly.  Page 125 in the National Manual of Policy and Procedure 

indicates that membership fees are due by February 28
th
 therefore the 

majority of your payments should have been received at the National office 

and processed.  By ensuring that this is done, members receive their League 

magazines, which detail the works of the CWL and our League sisters 

across the country. 

 

Keep in mind that if you have concerns or questions, there are several 

resources available on the CWL websites and we are always here to help 

each other on our CWL journey. 

 

Spring cleaning also applies to Treasurers.  It is time to clean up our files, 

sort unnecessary documents, organize our new accounts and review our 

procedures. Maybe we need to re-visit how we do things and see if we can 

be more flexible and adaptable to newer ways of handling tasks.  In the long 

run, it can be more efficient and operationally effective for the council. This 

could include preparing cheques, making deposits, updating our records, 

preparing Treasurer’s reports; how often, how long does it take to complete  

the tasks, what are the obstacles, are there delays … why?  Are we getting 

the assistance and support we need?  The key is make it simple and it should 

make sense, yet the elements of the basic principles and accountability, 

compliance, transparency and stewardship are present. There is always room 

for improvement. 

 

Finally, I look forward to meeting you at our upcoming TDC convention on 

April 30-May 1, 2020 at the Toronto Airport Marriott Hotel.  Kindly refer to 

the many articles of this newsletter for further information and our website 

www.cwltoronto.ca. 

 

 

 

“One rare and exceptional deed is worth far 

more than a thousand commonplace ones.” 

- St. Ignatius of Loyola 
    

 

 

https://cwl.ca/
http://www.cwltoronto.ca/
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE                               Iris McNulty 
 

Sub-Convener:                Philomena Menezes     

 

Marriage and Family 

Marriage Encounter Weekends are designed to assist 

couples with fostering increased intimacy to deepen 

and enrich their relationship. Sessions explore one’s 

relationship with God and each other.  Couples share 

personal testimonies of growth in faith and with each 

other. Options exist of registering for a residential 

weekend where meals and accommodations are 

provided or a non-residential weekend.  Parishes are 

invited to sponsor non-residential weekends for presentations, meals and 

sharing sessions. Upcoming residential weekend: April 3rd-5th, Jericho 

House, Wainfleet. Further information: gcarter@execulink.com  or 

jmruthmartin@gmail.com . 

 

Life and Family 

The Canadian Council of Catholic Bishops’ website has suggestions for 

reflections and prayers focused on the Sunday gospel readings. These can be 

used by families at home to deepen understanding of the readings. 

Corresponding prayers support the readings and they lend themselves to be 

used by families, small groups and for inclusion in parish bulletins. Website: 

www.cccb.ca and click on: Life and Family Suggestions for Homilies and 

Prayers of the Faithful for February. 

 
Early Catholic Family Life (ECFL) 

The Archdiocese of Toronto together with parishes in the region have 

identified the need to support parents of children aged 0-5, in providing the 

foundations for raising their children in the faith. Over the past two years, 

eight parishes were selected by the Archdiocese to pilot the new program 

that focused on building this foundation with young children. The 

archdiocese is seeking more parishes to pilot the program. Leaders receive 

training in the program. For further information: pdouglas@archtoronto.org 

 

EWTN Family Celebration  

Metro Convention Centre, Saturday, June 6
th

 

Hear inspiring speakers by popular EWTN personalities. Meet leading 

Catholic authors and clergy. Participate in Holy Mass, confessions and 

devotions. Reserve a spot for an unforgettable experience. Admission is free 

but registration is required. Online registration opens, soon. Further details: 

mailto:gcarter@execulink.com
mailto:jmruthmartin@gmail.com
mailto:pdouglas@archtoronto.org
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www.ewtn.com/family celebration or nflores@ewtn.com or call 437-986-

3986. 

 

Save the date: Theology of the Body for Everyone: Jason Evert: guest 

speaker, May 19
th
-May 21

st
. Details forthcoming to parishes. 

 

Sanctity of Life 

Hospice Palliative Care aims to improve the quality of life of those living 

with the challenges of a life-threatening illness by accompanying individuals 

through physical, spiritual and emotional support. It is centered on the 

individual’s needs and demonstrates a deep regard for the dignity and value 

of all life.  It sees dying as a normal part of life and “assists people to live 

and die well” in the context of the Catholic faith. Hospice Palliative Care 

does not seek to hasten death or to end life. Further information on 

programs, education, conferences: www.hpco.ca 
 

Save the date: 51
st
 Annual March for Life, Ottawa, May 9

th
 

 
Youth 

Steubenville Toronto registration is now open. It will take place July 3
rd

-5
th

 

at Ontario Tech University (formerly U.O.I.T.), Oshawa. Canada’s largest 

youth conference is affiliated with 25 sites across North America. The event 

is filled with exciting praise and worship, talks and social events. 

Steubenville provides thousands of teens across North America with an 

opportunity to encounter Christ in an authentic way. The cost of $295 covers 

admission, talks, workshops, meals and accommodation.  

Councils are encouraged to support this event through promotion, prayer 

and financial support. Website: www. steubenvilletoronto.com 

 
Disabled 

Sister Sue Mosteller, Sisters of St. Joseph, has been awarded the Order of 

Canada for her work with individuals experiencing intellectual disabilities. 

Sister Sue has lived in the L’Arche Community since 1972 and worked 

closely with Jean Vanier and Henri Nouwen. She holds a strong belief in the 

uniqueness and value of each human life. Catholic women can refer to her 

witness to learn how they can integrate the physically and intellectually 

challenged into their communities. 

 
Seniors 

Ontario has a new 24-hour caregiver help line. Live chat is available daily, 

7am-9pm. The helpline provides caregivers with informational support to 

seniors living with frailty in areas such as mobility issues, falling risks, 

http://www.ewtn.com/family
mailto:nflores@ewtn.com
http://www.hpco.ca/
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declining health. It provides caregivers and their loved ones information 

about local support groups and about financial supports in the community. 

Navigating the health and social service systems can be addressed on the 

helpline. Experienced professionals are trained in crisis calls, suicide 

prevention and responding to abuse situations. Website: ontariocaregiver.ca.  

Help line: 1-833-416-2273 
 

Divorced 

Retrouvaille is created for married couples facing serious challenges in their 

relationships and is recognized as a leader in marriage ministries. The 

practical program aims to improve communication in couples, to build 

stronger marriages and to help couples reconnect. It is not a Catholic 

marriage program; all faith choices are respected. Recognized by the 

Archdiocese of Toronto. Website: www.helpour marriage.org  
 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
St. Roch, Humber Valley Region – 50

th
 Anniversary 

Transfiguration of Our Lord, Humber Valley Region  

– 60
th

 Anniversary 

St. Joseph the Worker, North York Region – 25
th

 Anniversary 

Annunciation BVM, Scarborough Region – 41
st
 Anniversary 

St. Pius X, Toronto Region – 65
th

 Anniversary 

 

SAVE - THE - DATE 

Friday, October 16th, 2020 
 

 Fall Gala  
Dinner and Dance  

Fundraiser 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TOWARDS THE COST OF HOSTING 

THE 2021 CWL NATIONAL CONVENTION 
 

 

 

http://www.helpour/
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99
th

 Annual Toronto Diocesan CWL Convention 

April 30
th

 and May 1
st
, 2020 

 

Toronto Airport Marriott Hotel, 901 Dixon Road, Toronto ON M9W 1J5 
 

Care for our Common Home / Loneliness 

Celebrating Our Cultural Diversity 
 

All CWL Members, Spiritual Advisors, Catholic Girls League and Guests 

are invited to attend and share in a celebration of our achievements. 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION  
 

CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS: 

Thursday, April 30
th

      
    9:00 am Registration 

    9:30 am  Resolutions Dialogue  

    1:30 pm Opening Eucharistic Celebration 

    2:45 pm Call to Order and Business Session 

    5:00 pm Dinner Break 

    6:00 pm Registration 

    6:30 pm Business Session 

    6:45 pm Public Speaking, Poetry & Essay Awards 

  7:30 pm Keynote Speaker: Cultural Competence 

  8:30 pm Celebrating Our Cultural Diversity:  

Parade of Nations  

 10:00 pm Closing Night Prayer in Prayer Room 

Friday, May 1
st
     

    8:00 am Registration 

    8:30 am Business Session  

    9:30 am Resolutions 

10:30 am Speaker: Portrait of Social Isolation & 

Loneliness in Canada  

12:00 pm Lunch Break 

    1:30 pm Business Session 

Speaker: Building Connected Communities: 

The Role of Faith (Communities in 

Improving Supports to Reduce Loneliness 

and Social Isolation in Immigrants 65+) 
   3:30 pm Closing Eucharistic Celebration 

   6:00 pm Cocktail Reception – Cash Bar 

   7:00 pm Closing Banquet 

Keynote Address: His Eminence  

Thomas Cardinal Collins 
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HOTEL INFORMATION 

 

CWL ROOM RATE: $164 plus taxes per night  

(Maximum of four to a room) 

Note: April 10
th

, 2020 is the deadline to receive the CWL rate.    

 

HOTEL ROOM RESERVATIONS   

By telephone: 1-800-228-9290 or 416-674-9400 

Online: To make your reservation online go to our website:     

  http://www.cwltoronto.ca 

Go to Convention and click on the hotel link:  

Book your group rate for Catholic Women’s League TD Convention  
 

PARKING AND MEALS 

Parking:  Special rate of $5 per day for all guests. License plate must be 

registered at one of three machines inside the hotel.      

Buffet Meals: Thursday Dinner & Friday Lunch (at the hotel and must 

register with events).  Restaurants are also in the hotel and nearby. 

 

INQUIRIES AND OTHER INFORMATION 
 

Website:   cwltoronto.ca 
 

Convener:  
Shirley Christo   cwlLMShirl@gmail.com   Ph: 905-793-0156  
 

Co-Conveners:   

Margaret Arangio  margarangio@gmail.com  Ph : 416-371-9923  

Elisabeth Quail     eijq@rogers.com      Ph:  416-788-0858 

 

THIS CONVENTION IS A SCENT-FREE EVENT 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

http://www.cwltoronto.ca/
https://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=Catholic%20Women's%20League%20TD%20Convention%5Eyyzot%60cwacwaa%7Ccwacwab%60154.00%60CAD%60false%606%605/1/19%605/4/19%604/11/19&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes
http://www.cwltoronto.ca/
mailto:cwlLMShirl@gmail.com
mailto:margarangio@gmail.com
mailto:eijq@rogers.com
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DATES TO REMEMBER   
 

March 3 Ordinandi Dinner 

March 6 World Day of Prayer 

March 28 Mary Matthews Public Speaking Contest 

April 6  TV Taping (5:00 pm) Our Lady of Good Counsel Mass 

April 12 Easter 

April 26 Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel  

April 30 99
th
 Toronto Diocesan Convention 

May 1  99
th
 Toronto Diocesan Convention  

May 24  High Tea – Old Mill 

May 31  St. Michael Scholarship Deadline 

June 21  Indigenous Day Mass  

July 12-15 73
rd

 Annual Ontario Provincial Convention – Kitchener 

August 9-12 100
th
 Annual National Convention – Montreal 

September 13 Rosary Sunday, Martyrs’ Shrine, Midland 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

REGIONAL MEETING DATES - 2020 
 

March 18 Durham Region General Meeting   

Holy Family Parish, Whitby - Mass 7:00 pm 

(91 Ribblesdale Dr.) 
 

March 24 Humber Valley Region General Meeting 

 Transfiguration of Our Lord - Mass 7:00 pm 

(45 Ludstone Dr.) 
 

March 26 Peel Region General Meeting 

 St. Leonard Parish, Brampton - Mass 7:00 pm 

 (187 Conestoga Rd.) 
 

April 1  Toronto Region General Meeting 

 St. Thomas Aquinas - Mass 7:00 pm 

(640 Glenholme Ave.) 
 

April 2 Scarborough Region General Meeting  

Our Lady of Fatima Shrine - Mass 7:00 pm 

(3170 St. Clair Ave. East) 
 

April 14 North York Region General Meeting  

St. Edward the Confessor - Mass 7:00 pm 

 (75 Churchill Ave.) 
 

April 16 Northern Region General Meeting 

  St. Mary’s, Barrie - Mass 7:00 pm 

  (65 Amelia St.) 
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SERVICE AWARDS 
      

Maple Leaf Service Pins 
Durham Region 

Holy Family:      Laura Beaupre     Johanna Lenis    

   Barbara Minaret    Rebecca Roy 

St. John the Evangelist: Iris McNulty 

Humber Valley Region 
St. Gregory:  Paola Ceolin Noreen Kurpica 

 

65- Year Membership Pins 

Peel Region 

Sts. Peter and Paul: Mary Quinlan 

Scarborough Region 

Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Patricia MacDonald  
 

40-Year Membership Pins 

North York 

St. Bonaventure:  Deanna Andrew  Grace Roddy Lois Theriault  

Bernadette Walsh 

Scarborough Region 

St. Maria Goretti:  Marie Collins 
 

30-Year Membership Pins 

Humber Valley Region  

St. Margaret Mary: Domenica Meffe 

Scarborough Region 

St. Maria Goretti:  Mrs. Christa 
      

   25-Year Membership Pins 

Humber Valley Region  

St. Margaret Mary: Maria Varanese 

North York Region 

St. Joseph the Worker: Irene Sztuka      Carol Fernandez    Fatima Gocool 

   Caterina Gucciardi   Teresa Simone       Joanne Tata 

   Amelia Aliermo      Lisa Caldarola      Cecilia Ferreira 

Peel Region 

Sts. Peter and Paul: Christine O’Reilly 
 

20-Year Membership Pins 

Humber Valley Region 

St. Margaret Mary: Giulia Mazzella 

North York Region 

St. Bonaventure:  Linda Etzkorn Sybil Leacock Efreida Soans    

North York Region 

St. Joseph the Worker: Rina McErlain  

Peel Region 

Sts. Peter and Paul: Divina Coelho D’Souza 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 



24 
 

COMMUNICATIONS                             Mary Tuccitto 
 

Annual Reports 

Thank you and congratulations to the 59 

Communication Chairs and/or Council Presidents for 

completing the Communications area of the Annual 

Reports to National. Just think of the many ways we 

communicate with our members and all the 

information we share. Completing your reports gives 

every level of the League a snapshot of all the good 

work being done in your councils.   

 

League magazine, Newsletters, Websites  

Every League member should be receiving the Canadian League magazine 

as part of their membership dues. In it are articles and updates from our 

National Executive officers and information on the League. The League 

magazine from National as well as the Online Newsletter from Provincial 

and our Toronto Diocesan Newsletter are invaluable tools for keeping 

members informed and educated on the work of the League.   
 

Remember our League Websites:  

National:www.cwl.ca    Provincial:www.cwl.on.ca  

Toronto: www.cwltoronto.ca                                                                

 

2020 World Communications Day - May 24
th 

“So that you can tell your children and grandchildren, Life creates history.” 

This is the theme for World Communications Day May 24
th
 2020, as 

released by the Vatican on the feast of St. Francis de Sales – patron saint of 

journalists - January 24
th.  

This theme is based on the book of Exodus. The 

Papal message on this theme reminds us of Jesus, who shared parables of 

everyday life to change the lives of those who listened. Through our life 

stories, we too can learn to grow and face life with courage and love even in 

difficult situations.  

 

TDC Convention – Communications Table – Council Newsletters 

I would like to share your council Newsletters at our Toronto Diocesan 

Convention (April 30
th
 & May 1

st
). If your council produces a newsletter, 

please contact me at marytuccitto@hotmail.com or share with me a hard 

copy at your upcoming Regional Spring General Meetings so it may be 

included in a binder. In keeping with National, our theme for this 

convention is Care for our Common Home. All the information and 

registration forms for both the Convention and closing Banquet are available 

http://www.cwl.ca/
http://www.cwl.on.ca/
http://www.cwltoronto.ca/
mailto:marytuccitto@hotmail.com
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through your Council President and are also posted on the home page of our 

website at www.cwltoronto.ca, or under Conventions. There you will also 

see information for our Cultural Diversity Celebration and how you can 

register to participate. Attending the Annual Convention is an important part 

of being a League member. You will be spiritually uplifted by the Masses, 

readings, songs and Prayer Room, educated by the TDC Reports, 

Resolutions and Awards and filled with joy, as you meet new and reacquaint  

with CWL sisters from across the Toronto Diocese. All members are invited 

and encouraged to attend this two-day Annual Meeting. 

 

Catholic Register – Books  

The Catholic Register newspaper was founded in 1893 and is the oldest 

English publication in Canada with a mandate to provide Catholic 

journalism, focusing on Canadian news. Through the years the publication 

has sparked many discussions and debates concerning the Church and 

related topics. Ever evolving, it is now available in hard copy or digitally, by 

logging on to www.catholicregister.org and hit subscribe. You may also 

subscribe over the phone by calling 416-934-3410 ext.404 or 1-855-441-

4077 ext.404.  
 

This newspaper supports our Catholic faith, reporting on important and 

sometimes controversial topics. It is also a good resource for movies and 

books. One book recommended is The Church on The Street by Deacon 

Robert Kinghorn. Some of you may recall him, as he was the keynote 

speaker at the Provincial Convention held here in Toronto just a few years 

ago. In his book he shares his experiences in the crime-ridden streets of our 

city as he ministers to the downtrodden, taking the reader and those he 

encounters through a humbling experience of despair and disorder to 

compassion and hope.  Another suggested book is Out of the Cold: A history 

of caring by Michael Swan. This is the true story of how the Out of the Cold 

program was started by a weekend project providing food to people in need, 

which has now evolved to overnight shelters and food for more than 12,000 

homeless people. There is also Crosswords for Catholics (Vol.ll) and 

Catholic Education: A Light of Truth by: Dennis Murphy 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

“Since love grows within you, so beauty grows. 

For love is the beauty of the soul.” - St. Augustine  

 

 

 

http://www.cwltoronto.ca/
http://www.catholicregister.org/
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COMMUNITY LIFE                           Ciscily Winkler 
 

My gratitude and congratulations to all councils that 

submitted their Community Life 2019 annual report 

survey online. I have read the survey’s summary 

report in entirety and I am amazed and inspired by all 

the good works and projects being done at home and 

abroad. Your councils will have an opportunity to read 

their excellent works in the Toronto Diocesan Council 

(TDC) Annual Report Book at its 99
th
 annual 

convention, April 30 and May 1, 2020. 

 

Issues Concerning Dignity and Rights of Persons 

Clean drinking water is essential for good health free of diseases and 

toxicity. The Catholic Women’s League embarked on a project in 

partnership with the Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) to 

restore a damaged well with clean drinking water for Pieta Bhavan (House 

of Mercy) in Kerala, India, an area which has experienced severe flooding 

and the effect of climate change. The women of Pieta Bhavan, a Christian 

residence, many with intellectual disabilities, are trained to make items such 

as rosaries and soap, and depend on this well for drinking water. 

Action: Please encourage your council to support this very worthy cause, 

CNEWA - Bhavan Project, by making a donation payable to: the Catholic 

Near East Welfare Association. Send your cheque directly to the attention of 

Melodie Gabriel, CNEWA Development Officer, 1247 Kilborn Place, 

Ottawa, Ontario, K1H 6K9. Please ensure CWL India is written in the memo 

portion of the cheque, or comment box if donating online at cnewa.ca.   

Please encourage members to report their donations to me as TDC 

Community Life Chair for her tally and finally, report to national website 

www.cwl.ca.  See Communique # 10  

 
Affordable Housing 

The high cost of living and many other setbacks such as job loss, illnesses, 

and youth unemployment create problematic situations for many low 

income people across the country. The federal government infusion of $200 

million to boost affordable rental in Toronto is welcome news for all. The 

iconic Honest Ed’s, former discount store, location will be revitalized into a 

multi-use community space. (Source: The Canadian Press, Jan. 2020) 

Action: Monitor your local government to ensure that there will be 

affordable units for people who are already marginalized, such as the poor 

and homeless. 

 

http://www.cwl.ca/
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Poverty North of the GTA 

It is believed that one in eight Canadians suffer from food insecurity, not 

having enough and/or proper nutritional food to eat. Hunger affects the 

marginalized and those with low income, including children and adults, 

many living in upper-scale neighbourhoods and are too embarrassed to ask 

for help. Danielle Morris created a Facebook group called Hungry North of 

The GTA which is attracting people who are food abundant to help those 

who are food insecure, and therefore limit waste. 

Action: For more information about this group, visit: 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/Hungry-North of The GTA/ 

 

Indigenous Issues 

The United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

(UNDRIP), which after years of rejection by the federal government, has 

been supported by a private member’s bill, passed in the House of 

Commons but not in the Senate, and is similar in effect to the Legislation 

Bill 41 of British Columbia. It is said that aggressive action is needed to 

remedy the historic wrongs to the Indigenous peoples. Health care, housing, 

education, child welfare and adequate law enforcement still require urgent 

attention.  (Source: The Canadian Press, Jan.14, 2020) 

Action: Check with your Legislation Chair to follow the progress of this 

bill. 

 

Refugees, Immigration and Citizenship 

The recent news report regarding Safe Third Country Agreement has 

become a court challenge. Refugees are being asked to return to countries of 

situations with serious risks. I have just read a beautiful story of a refugee 

who had fled his war-torn Syrian community, after losing everything, and 

then came to Canada to become a successful businessman, and with the 

hope of hiring fifty refugees by 2022 at his Peace by Chocolate Company in 

Nova Scotia. He became a Canadian Citizen last winter and is now aspiring 

to become an unofficial ambassador for Canada. (Source: The Canadian 

Press, Jan. 2020) 

Action:  Check with your local MPP to learn what strategy is in place to 

accept refugees transitioning through forced migration.     

 

Climate Change and Sustainability 

Sustainability will become the action word of this decade as everyone is 

expected to become proactive in saving our planet. The 5R’s (Refuse, 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Rot) will become common and preferred 

routines. Big companies like Microsoft Corp, Starbucks and many others 

have pledged initiatives to meet their targets on greenhouse gas emissions 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/Hungry-North%20of%20The%20GTA/
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and replacement of non-renewable with renewable energy. These companies 

are aware of their massive contribution to the climate change crisis. (Source: 

financial post.com, Jan.17, 2020) 

Action: Check with our local stores and businesses to ensure that they are 

urgently working toward sustainability through the reduction of greenhouse 

gases and investment in renewable energy. Say NO to products that you do 

not need.  Use your reusable container for fill-up at your fast food outlets. 

 

Women in Public Life 

Our Holy Father Pope Francis has named the first woman to a senior 

diplomatic post in the Vatican. Italian lay woman Francesca D’Giovanni 

will assume a newly-created post in a division known as the Sections for 

Relations with States. This came amidst calls from women’s groups 

including the International Union of Superiors General (UISG), an umbrella 

group of Catholic nuns who urged the Pope to appoint more females to 

senior jobs. Let us applaud Our Holy Father Pope Francis for demonstrating 

this gracious and humble act of equality that is often lacking in secular 

society. Let us also acknowledge these women of faith and hope in equality. 

(Source: nationalpost.com, Jan. 16, 2020, A3) 
 

 

EDUCATION AND HEALTH                   Connie Cristinziano   
 

Sub-Conveners:  

 Youth Awards                            Val Egerton 

 St. Michael’s Scholarship               Donna Capobianco    
 

Youth Awards 
By now the Mary Matthews Public Speaking, the 

Mary Dobell Essay and Poetry writing, and the Jean 

McCann Youth Service Award Contests are well 

underway or completed in your Parishes with winners 

advancing to the Regional Level.  Contact your 

Regional Chair for the dates of the Regional Contests.  

Only winners at the regional level will be able to 

compete at the TDC level.  It is important for 

participants to complete all the required forms, 

including the consent form.  It is through the cooperation of our schools, 

students and valued support from parents that these contests continue to be a 

success.  This is an important opportunity that shows how our youth 

understand the teachings of the Catholic Church and Gospel message and is 

also a reflection of the high standards of our Catholic Education in Ontario.   
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The TDC Mary Matthews Public Speaking Contest will take place on 

Saturday, March 28, 2020, at 1:00 pm at St. Roch Church, 2889 

Islington Ave. Toronto.  I encourage everyone to attend and support our 

youth.  

 

St. Michael’s Scholarship Deadline is May 31
st
   

Be sure to visit our website: www.cwltoronto.ca resources/reference 

documents, for the criteria and applicable forms.  Included in the award’s 

package is a sample of a Parish Bulletin Announcement that can be placed in 

your Parish bulletin.   Please continue to support the Toronto Diocesan 

Scholarship Funds.  The Toronto Diocesan Voluntary Remittance Forms 

and remittance instructions can be found on the diocesan website. 

 

Education 

This year’s Catholic Education Week will take place during the week of 

May 3 - May 8, 2020, across our 29 school boards.  This year’s theme is 

“Igniting Hope”.  The theme focuses on raising awareness about the 

distinctiveness of the Catholic school learning environment and the hope of 

Catholic Education now and its future. The sub-themes for the week are as 

follows: Monday: Our in Hope in Christ; Tuesday: The Hope within us; 

Wednesday: The Hope among us; Thursday: Hope for the World; Friday: A 

Future full of Hope. 
 

Protect and preserve Catholic education, review your municipal property 

taxes information to ensure you that you are registered as an English 

Separate school supporter.  
 
Health 

Vaping and E-Cigarettes 

We are hearing more and more that E-cigarette use, commonly known as 

vaping, is on the rise and it is increasingly popular among young Canadians.  

Many of our youth who have never smoked before, are turning to vaping in 

great numbers.   Advertising also plays a significant role in youth exposure 

to vaping products. The Ontario Tobacco Research Unit recently conducted 

a study that found almost all youth aged 16-24 who were surveyed, had been 

exposed to advertisements of vaping products, either through social media 

or within convenience stores. Health Canada warns of potential risk of 

pulmonary illness associated with vaping products.  In January the 

provincial government placed a ban on the promotion of vaping products in 

convenience stores and gas stations.  From Health Minister Christine Elliott: 

“restricting the promotion of vapor products and will help prevent youth 

from being exposed and influenced by promotion to retail settings”.  The 

http://www.cwltoronto.ca/
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new rules will mean that vapes and vape accessories can only be promoted 

inside specialty vape stores and cannabis retail stores — both of which are 

only open to people who are 19 and older.  It is very important to educate 

ourselves, particularly in the latest release from Health Canada. 

Resolution 2014.02 - Electronic Cigarettes was passed at the National 

Convention in 2014.   For complete resolution, visit: www.cwl.ca under 

resolutions/education and health.  Additional information and related links 

can also be found on our provincial website: www.cwl.on.ca and OPC 

Education and Health directive#2.  Review this resolution and action plan 

and continue to monitor the government’s response and action on this 

important issue. 

 

Mental Health 

CMHA Mental Health week: May 4 -10, 2020 

This year Canadians have taken the conversation around mental health to 

remarkable heights, making it clear that mental health matters by joining the 

conversation.  2020 “Bell Let’s Talk Day” campaign – “When it comes to 

mental health, every action counts” set a new record, raising $7,719,371.25 

for mental health initiatives, representing an increase of 6.2% from 2019.  

Participation and support does not end on Bell Let’s Talk Day.  We can help 

throughout the year to end the stigma of mental illness.  To find out ways 

how we can make a difference visit: http://letstalk.bell.ca/en/ 

 

Annual Reports 

Thank you to all councils who submitted their 2019 annual reports. Your 

reports show a true reflection of our League, our beliefs, Catholic teachings, 

commitment and dedication in serving God and Canada.  More information 

on the results will be available in the 2019 Annual Report Book that will be 

available at our annual convention on April 30-May 1.  Hope to see you 

there. 
 

 

 

“Remember that the Christian life is one of action,  

not of speech and daydream.  Let there be few words  

and many deeds, and let them be done well.”   

                                                                - St. Vincent 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cwl.ca/
http://www.cwl.on.ca/
http://letstalk.bell.ca/en/
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LEGISLATION                Elizabeth Joseph 
 

Sub-Conveners:                   Suzanne Cockburn

                         Sonia Da Costa Spence 

 

A Warm Welcome back to all Legislation Chairs! As 

we look forward to fulfilling our responsibilities as 

Legislation Chairs for the upcoming months, I need to 

inform you of current issues and Bills in the legislature 

that apply to our values and affect us as Catholics. 

 

Federal Legislation 

Bill C14: Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID) is 

being reviewed five years after enactment for new 

eligibility requirements for assisted death to those whose natural deaths are 

"reasonably foreseeable" (Canadian Press, January 2020). Public 

consultations and the online questionnaire conducted by the Federal 

government have elicited Canadians’ opinions on “whether other restrictions 

should be implemented to ensure a balance between a person's right to 

choose to end their life and protecting vulnerable people who could be 

pressured into early deaths” (Bryden, Joan, January 13, 2020). Respondents 

had to consider whether amendments should: “Increase the current 10-day 

minimum wait between requesting and receiving a medically assisted death. 

Require that both the medical practitioner and patient agree that other 

reasonable treatment options have been tried without success. Require 

psychological or psychiatric assessments to determine capacity to consent. 

Required consultation with an expert in a person's medical condition, in 

addition to the current mandatory two medical assessments”. (Justice 

Minister, David Lametti, January 19, 2020). Although the Superior Court of 

Quebec ruled that the Federal Government has until March 11
th
 to amend 

the law, The court can allow the federal government an extension. Hence the 

reason to monitor this legislation as it impacts the vulnerable, and is closely 

associated with Bill C-418 Protection of Freedom of Conscience Act.   

Action: Write letters to MPs and MPPs to inform the government that you 

disagree with any form of   assisted suicide; and you oppose expanding the 

current law to those without life-threatening illnesses.  Mention that advance 

directives will lead to abuse, and subject vulnerable persons to coercion in 

donating organs.  Advocate for appropriately funding social services that 

will make life worth living (Parish Action: Archdiocese of Toronto, January 

17, 2020). 
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Bill S204: An Act to amend the Criminal Code and the Immigration and 

Refugee Protection Act (trafficking in human organs). This enactment 

amends the Criminal Code to create new offences in relation to trafficking 

in human organs. It also amends the Immigration and Refugee Protection 

Act to provide that a permanent resident or foreign national is inadmissible 

to Canada if the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration is of the opinion 

that they have engaged in any activities relating to trafficking in human 

organs. The Bill was introduced and had first reading in the Senate on 

December 10, 2019. 

Action: Monitor this Bill as it proceeds through the Senate. The aim is to 

protect vulnerable individuals from organ removal without consent and 

prevent individuals from acquiring organ transplants illegally through 

medical tourism. 

 

Provincial Legislation 

Bill 153: An Act to amend the Long-Term Care Homes Act, 2007, to 

provide spouses with the right to live together in a home. Every resident 

who requires care and is admitted to the home to receive that care has the 

right upon admission not to be separated from their spouse and to have 

appropriate accommodation made available for both spouses to live together 

in the home. The Bill had second reading on December 12, 2019, and has 

been referred to the Standing Committee. This Act comes into force on the 

day it receives Royal Assent. The short title is the Long-Term Care Homes 

Amendment Act (Till Death Do Us Part), 2019.   

Action: Advocate for seniors by writing MPPs to provide funding for 

adequate accommodation for seniors. 

 

At a three day retreat in Winnipeg,  Liberal cabinet ministers met to prepare 

for the upcoming budget and “focus on tackling climate change, growing the 

economy and the middle class, building healthy and safe communities 

including new gun control measures and continued efforts to promote 

reconciliation with Indigenous peoples.  On the agenda were issues such as 

“pharma care, dental care and $15.00 minimum wage” (Kathleen Harris, 

CBC News, January 19, 2020).  

 

As Catholics we need to pay attention to the issues and policies that concern 

us. Visit the following websites: www.cccb.ca ; www.devp.org ; and 

www.catholicregister.org for the Catholic Register, available online and in 

print.  

 

 

http://www.cccb.ca/
http://www.devp.org/
http://www.catholicregister.org/
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To follow Legislative proceedings and access Legislation Information visit 

the following websites: 

www.parl.gc.ca/housechamberbusiness/chambercalendar for Hansard - a 

printed record of the proceedings of government on the parliamentary 

website; and information on House of Commons. Legislation at a Glance 

www.parl.gc.ca/LEGISInfo. For access to the Ontario Legislature - website: 

www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/current. 

________________________________________________________ 
 

RESOLUTIONS                                       Andrea Smart 
 

Sub-Conveners:               Celestine Hall 416-694-8922 

             Tracy MacInnis 647-973-7645 
 

We have ushered in the first month of the New Year and 

decade. Every New Year, it is natural to look back on 

the previous year to try and resolve how we can make 

this one better. This year let’s resolve to embrace God’s 

gift to us in our national theme Care for Our Common 

Home. There were several resolutions that were passed 

in previous years on which we can act. 

 

My appreciation to all of you who serve as your parish resolution committee 

chairs. Thank you also to all councils who submitted their 2019 annual 

resolutions report. A summary of your efforts will be available in the 2019 

Annual Report book that will be available at convention. 

 

Convention News 

This year at the diocesan convention (April 30
th
 and May 1

st
), we will be 

presenting the following two draft resolutions: 

 

2020.01 Promoting a Holistic Parish-Based Theology of the Body Lifestyle                   

and Procreation Teachings 

 

2020.02 Canada Needs a National Strategy to Address Loneliness 

 

Copies of these resolutions were included in the convention packages 

distributed to council presidents at Development Day. Presidents and 

Resolutions Standing Committee Chairs are requested to take time to read, 

study, review and discuss these two resolutions at one of your general 

meetings. Parish voting and accredited delegates must come to convention 

with an informed vote from their council. If you have any questions, 

http://www.parl.gc.ca/housechamberbusiness/chambercalendar
http://www.parl.gc.ca/LEGISInfo
http://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/current
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comments or suggestions concerning these two resolutions, please contact 

me up to two weeks prior to convention. I can be reached at 

a.smart@sympatico.ca. 

 

Resolutions Dialogue  
This is a well-attended event at convention. Each year the attendance grows 

and we’re not always able to comfortably accommodate everyone. This year 

it will be held on Thursday, April 30th at 9:30 am. The dialogue session 

gives delegates the opportunity to review, discuss and suggest changes in 

the forms of motions to the resolutions. These motions are presented during 

the resolutions session on day two of the convention. The dialogue session 

is open to any member registered at the convention. When completing your 

registration form, be sure to indicate if you will be attending so as to ensure 

sufficient seating. Remember to register early! 

 

Homelessness  
The federal government has recently formed Canada’s First National 

Housing Strategy. Over the next decade, the National Housing Strategy will 

remove 530,000 families from housing need, cut chronic homelessness by 

50% and change the face of housing in Canada forever. There is someone 

waiting on a list for affordable housing in more than 283,000 households 

across the country, Statistics Canada says in new data that also sheds light 

on what Canadians think about the cost of housing overall. The survey data, 

the first of its kind on wait times for social housing, shows 173,600 

households, or nearly two-thirds, were waiting at least two years. Out of all 

those households, one-fifth were already in a subsidized unit and waiting to 

either move to a new home, or have someone from the household move out 

on their own. Resolution 1987.07 on homelessness has been archived and 

yet this problem still exists. Is your council ready to come up with a new 

resolution? Resolution 2013.01 Affordable Housing for Low Income 

Canadians is still active and ready for your actions. We are called to 

personally appeal to our provincial Member of Parliament to address this 

issue.  

 

Update to Resolution 2015.02: Ban Microbeads in Personal Care 

Products: On June 26, 2016, the federal government added microbeads in 

the Canadian Environmental Protection Act Schedule 1 as a toxic substance. 

The import or manufacture of toiletries containing microbeads was banned 

on January 1, 2018 and sales were banned from July 1, 2018. Micro plastics 

are included in many skincare and body care products as a defoliant. They 

can be found in face and body scrubs, toothpastes, shampoos, and even 

makeup products, among others. They are less than 5mm in size and are 
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easily washed into lakes, rivers, and oceans through your bathroom sink. 

Once they’re in water, they create pollutions that take hundreds of years to 

disintegrate. 
 

Resolutions Action Plan: It continues to be important to carry out the 

action plans of adopted resolutions from all levels. It is our responsibility to 

keep our members informed through the use of speakers, articles or sharing 

the resolutions brief. You are challenged to follow the action plan of an 

existing resolution. All the resolutions that are adopted at national 

convention should be brought to the attention of your council members. In 

this way, you honour the work done by the members who worked on those 

resolutions and show that we are women of faith. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Catholic Women's League of Canada 

TORONTO DIOCESAN COUNCIL 
One Hundred Years: Growing in Faith, Love and Service 

 

We’re heading to Spring and we have some exciting 

news to share with you as we move toward our 

celebration of our centennial in 2021. 
 

On Sunday, May 24, 2020, from 2:00 pm to 4:30 pm, 

we cordially invite you to join us for High Tea at The 

Old Mill, Etobicoke, for the first of our celebrations 

that will focus on the ten decades of The Catholic 

Women’s League in Toronto.   
  

We’ll recount our history, recalling the Junior League in particular, the 

fashions of the decades, the comings and goings in Toronto and the world. 

We’ll move from the time after World War I through the Depression of the 

1930’s, World War II and the recovery of the country as we moved into a 

more stable financial economy and entered the era of expanded 

communications to today’s social media; all this through the lens of the 

Toronto Diocesan Council’s contributions to the community. 
 

There is a delicious traditional High Tea menu planned. You will enjoy 

every bit of it.  We’ll also have some entertainment and most of all, time to 

reminisce. 
 

Come celebrate with us. Wear your best summer dress and flamboyant hat 

and gloves. If you choose to dress in a costume of a particular decade you 
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can join our fashion parade as we celebrate our 100 years of service to God 

and Canada in the Archdiocese of Toronto.  

Tickets are $40 per person and parking is free. If you don’t drive, the Old 

Mill Subway stop is steps from the door. Get your tickets soon. Invite a 

friend and join us for a trip down memory lane. 
 

If you don’t know, ask your grandmother about the “Roaring Twenties.” 

Have you mom relate how her family put food on their table during the 

“Great Depression”. Share memories about “Rock and Roll” and how 

popular music has evolved into the 21
st
 century. 

 

The 100
th
 Anniversary Committee and the Toronto Diocesan Executive are 

really looking forward to all of us celebrating this special time in our 

history. 

 

Still Looking for Your Pictures and Stories 

As we have said before, many councils have been celebrating major 

anniversaries. It’s important to document those celebrations and pass them 

on to  Patricia Cross at pcpat@rogers.com and Carole Pitcher at 

cpitcher@bell.net so your history will be recorded in our updated history 

book due to be published in 2022, recording our 100 years as a Diocesan 

Council. 
 

Fun question: Which organization in this country has the most women 

named “Mary”? 
 

Mary Hawkley 

Chair 

100
th
 Anniversary Committee 

Toronto Diocesan Council 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pcpat@rogers.com
mailto:cpitcher@bell.net

